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About the Home Builders Federation

The Home Builders Federation represents home builders in England and Wales. HBF’s members build the majority of new homes built in England and Wales each year. Its membership includes national developers and hundreds of SME builders.

Introduction

The Home Builders Federation welcomes the opportunity to respond to this consultation. Our members have been following and contributing towards building safety improvement alongside Welsh Government under the Welsh Pact arrangements following the tragic events at Grenfell Tower in 2017. HBF support the proposed changes in Wales as set out in the Building Safety Wales Bill and look forward to its introduction in 2026. The tragedy at Grenfell Tower demonstrated the need for an overhaul of our building safety regime, and this proposed legislation represents an important part of that process. Our response to the consultation welcomes all the measures outlined, and we support the Senedd’s wider work to improve building safety standards in new buildings as well as to remedy the problems of the past. Additionally, we welcome the clarification the legislation brings for new and existing buildings around the areas of responsibility for those involved in the ownership and management of buildings.

Building Safety (Wales) Bill
The Grenfell Tower tragedy underscored the critical importance of prioritising safety throughout the entire lifecycle of buildings in Wales. HBF have liaised with members on many aspects associated with building safety improvement including convening meetings with parliamentarians, officials and Senedd members. HBF support the work undertaken by Welsh Government in introducing a Building Safety Bill to strengthen protections for residents in multi-occupied residential buildings in Wales.
HBF supports the Bill which introduces a new, comprehensive building safety regime covering the occupation and ongoing management of buildings in Wales which ensures that residents are protected by clear standards, responsibilities, and enforcement mechanisms.

This new Welsh legislation builds on the 2021 Safer Buildings in Wales White Paper. HBF acknowledge it has been shaped by extensive stakeholder engagement including contributions made by home builders in addition to recommendations made from the Grenfell Tower Inquiry (Phase 1 and Phase 2) published earlier this year in England. The Hackitt Review as well as work carried out by the Welsh Government’s Building Safety Expert Group help formulate the proposals detailed under this Building Safety Wales Bill. 

HBF support the three core principals of the Building Safety Wales Bill. HBF understand these to be safety, including fire and structural risks which must be continuously assessed and managed throughout a building’s occupation. Accountability during and following a buildings occupation which includes clear legal responsibilities which are placed on building owners and managers and also extend to responsibilities of occupants.  Residents will be empowered to engage in decisions that affect the safety of their homes.

HBF supports the proposed legislation which will introduce a new regulatory framework for home builders involved in the construction of new multi occupied buildings in Wales. We recognise the legislation; 
· Identifies duty holders. This establishes who is legally responsible for safety in regulated buildings as defined within the Bill.
· Registered Buildings. This requires certain buildings (those at least 11 metres or 5 storeys high) to be registered with the building safety authority in Wales.
· Allocates new responsibilities to the Building Safety Authority which is identified as being each local authority in Wales.
· Provides new responsibilities to the Fire Safety Authority where each fire and rescue authority in Wales, and relevant fire inspectors for Crown buildings will have clear duties to perform against buildings of multiple occupation. 
· Requires ongoing risk assessments to be undertaken for Fire safety risks for buildings over 11m or with 5 or more storeys.
· Requires Structural safety risks to be undertaken for buildings over 11m or with 5 or more storeys.
· Establishes residents’ rights and responsibilities which ensures residents are informed, involved, and supported in maintaining safety in buildings during occupation.
· Implements a robust enforcement regime which allows action to be taken where duties are not met and honoured by responsible parties. 
HBF supports this Bill which represents a significant step forward in ensuring safe, accountable and resident focused building management in Wales.  HBF is committed to continuing to work with builders, developers and contractors involved in new home building and will continue to liaise with Welsh Government on other associated regulations, standards and improvement towards improved building safety in Wales.
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